Principal’s Report Week 8 Term 1 2017

Dragon Boat Racing

What a greal day was had by all who participated in the Dragon Boat Carnival. A diverse
crew consisting of staff, parents/grandparents and ex-students represented Jamheroo
Public School. After two solid perfarmances in the heats, finishing first in our first heat and
second in the second heat, we found ourselves in the final. The final was incredibly exciting,
with a crew from Sydney and Jamberoo PS going to head. In a photo finish Jamberoo PS was
declared the winner by a margin of 0.75 seconds. The performance of the team and overall
result was a fantastic advertisement for the school and it demonstrated that Jamberoo PS is
a ‘small school making a big difference!’ Thank you to Sharon Behl-Shanks for coordinating
and captaining the crew so successfully and a special thanks to the dedicated supporters
who braved the cold and wet conditions on the day.

Grandparents Day

Wow! | was blown away by the number of grandparents, families and community members
we had in the school last Friday. My first ever Grandparents Day at Jamberoo PS was a very
memaorable one. It was fantastic to see how excited the students were anticipating the
arrival of their grandparents, showing off the amazing work they are doing in the classrooms
and eating lunch together. The day was so successful because of the amazing work
conducted by the staff and parents at Jamberoo PS. Thank you to everyone who gave up
their time and who put so much effort into ensuring that Grandparents Day was a successful
day enjoyed by all.

Before and After School Care Grant

The State Government is offering schools without OSHC (Outside School Hours Care) the
opportunity to apply for a one off grant of up to $30,000. The grant may be used for site
modification, fit out costs and project management. Before applying for the grant the school
and the P&C feel it is essential to survey parents and the community about the need for
OSHC at Jamberoo PS. The care provided will be for primary aged children only.

Thank you ta all the parents who completed the survey regarding the possible

implementation of Outside Hours School Care at Jamberoo Public School. | have looked at
the survey results and there is a need of 16 student placements in before and after school
care. | will now begin the process of applying for the fund. Once the application has been
submitted and considered | will inform you all of the outcome.

TTFM Survey

The survey measures factors that are known to affect academic achievement and other
student outcomes. The focus of the NSW-wide survey is on student wellbeing, engagement
and effective teaching practices.

The survey is a great opportunity for our students to provide us with valuable and quick
feedback an what they think about school life, how engaged they are with school and the
different ways that teachers interact with them. Schools in Australia and around the world
have used the Tell Them From Me survey to help improve how they do things at school.



have a shared understanding of what the student is achieving in writing, what the student
will need to do to improve their writing and how they will know they have achieved their
learning goals.

2. Quality Teaching — We recognise the need to support teachers ta improve their practice.

To do this teachers will participate in personalised professional learning, coaching sessions,
sharing of successful professional practice and observation/feedback sessions. Teachers will
collaboratively evaluate the effectiveness of their practice and analyse student data to

appraise the effectiveness of their own teaching.

3. Quality Learning — It is the job of the school to equip our students with the skills to

become life-long learners. The focus of this strategic direction is very much linked to the
principles of ‘"How?| earn” and the habits of learning. The aim is to have a positive life-long
impact on our students, providing them with the tools to develop a growth mind set and
strengthen their ability to learn.

The reasons for altering the school plan are varied. They include:
1. Lack of consultation with the school community.

2. Strategic directions not being explicit.

3. School staff were not on board with the previous school plan.

4. Creating a school plan in 2017 which can be used as a lead in to the creation of the next
three year planning cycle.

Please take the time to read through all aspects of the ‘draflt” school plan for 2017. All types
of constructive feedback would be greatly appreciated.

Chris Speirs

Principal Jamberoo PS
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